
 

 

 

 
 
 
Tell us your story from this year ….  
 
‘Between the Lines’ is a new creative writing 
project inviting you to write a short piece about life in 
the first 6 months of 2020 – a year like no other!   
 
You are invited to write an essay, a monologue, 
playlet, poem – the choice is yours. Our company of 
actors are ready to perform them …….. 
  
What could it be about? … maybe how has the Covid crisis affected you? How have you felt in 
lockdown and what have you noticed as everyone spends so much more time at home?  
Or perhaps you have had enough of virus talk and would like to write about something else – 
maybe something amazing has happened that has made you happy… or possibly some comic 
observations? After all the world is still going on and other things are happening. Whatever your 
story we would like to hear it. You can be as imaginative as you like. 
  
The piece should by no longer than 2000 words and last no longer than 10 minutes when read (but 
this is just a rough guide). Much shorter pieces are also invited.  All entries should be emailed to 
Robert Osborne: 
betweenthelines@maskers.org.uk 
or posted to the Studio address: 
Maskers Theatre Company, Unit 1, Emsworth Road, Shirley, Southampton, SO15 3LX.  
 

The closing date for submissions for ‘Between the Lines’ is 
Monday 27 July 2020. 

 
As mentioned, the plan is for these performances to be recorded and then streamed on our 
website or Facebook with credit to the you, the writer. This will give a platform for your creative 
writing and give our audiences something to enjoy during the time when we are unable to have 
productions in the Studio. We hope you will feel inspired to join in the Challenge!! 
 
If you have any questions about the project, contact Robert or Angela on the above email. 
By submitting your written piece, you are confirming that you have read and agreed to the 
Guidelines and terms document (see next page) 
 
Angela Stansbridge 
Maskers Theatre, Southampton (June 2020) 



 

 

‘Between the Lines’ 
 

Guidelines and terms 
• The piece must be your own writing 
• It should be no longer than 2000 words (for a play this excludes character names before 

dialogue and stage directions).  Shorter pieces are also invited. 
• The piece should not last more than 10 minutes when read/performed. 
• Whilst the copyright remains with you, as the author, by submitting the piece you are giving 

Maskers Theatre Company the permanent rights to perform the piece by whatever means 
they select, and whenever they select. 
Performance may be, but not exclusively: in a live venue; streamed on-line; by recorded 
video published on a website, or social media. 

• The performance or not of a piece is solely the Maskers Theatre Company decision. 
• You agree not to publish your writing by any other means until 6-months after submission to 

Maskers, unless permission is granted by the Maskers, or you are informed that your piece 
has not been selected for future performance by the Maskers. 

• Full credit to the author will be given at time of performance.  Should you wish a pseudonym 
to be used then this must be supplied at the time of submission (along with your real name). 

• You must supply your name, email and phone contact details with your submission. 
• The Maskers reserve the right, in consultation with the author, to amend pieces to make 

them suitable for performance. 
• When writing your piece please keep it suitable for performance/transmission.  Pieces 

should not include language that could cause offense, express racist, sexist or violent 
opinions.  

• No monetary renumeration or prizes are available but full credit will be given at the time of 
performance.  


